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23 June 1952 


- SUBJECT: Fighter-Borne Atomic Capability 


TO: Chief of Staff 
. Department of the Army 
Washington 25, D. C, 


FOR: The Joint Chiefs of Staff ; 


1, The continuous evaluation of Soviet and Chinese Communist — - 
capability has developed a number of significant facts in the field of 
air operations, These facts have an important bearing on the conduct - 
of a strategic defense in the Far East. Among the most significant 
facts are the following: in 


ae Approximately 1,100 bombers are now deployed in the areas 
adjacent to Japan and Korea with an additional 590 bombers located in 
the Far East within staging distance. As TU-4s or improved versions of 
medium bombers are almost certainly included among these bombers, it is 
expected that at least some of these bombers are capable of delivering 
atomic weapons. 


b. The bases at which the medium bombers are deployed are 
well protected by a network of fighter: forces, The fighter forces in- 
clude approximately 1,500 jet and over 2,000 conventional type fighters. 


c. An extensive and effective radar network blankets the _ 
approaches to Soviet and Communist Chinese territory, It is presumed 
that this network extends in depth throughout the defended areas, 


d. As presently deployed, the Soviet and Chinese Communist 
air forces offer a dangerous threat to all installations in the Far 
East Command. The present air superiority which we now have in Korea 
can be challenged seriously with the result, under those conditions, 
that any, withdrawal of United Nations Command forces from Korea could 
be costly. Unless the enemy air capability were promptly and effectively 
reduced , an involuntary withdrawal by the United Nations Command could 
result in a catastrophe. 
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e. The Soviet bomber forces are so deployed that they are 
capable of striking any target in Japan in such force that our air 
defenses would be completely saturated. Furthermore, such attacks could 
be sustained unless and until the Far East Command can attrite and 
counter-attack the striking forces to a much greater degree than is 
possible with the present Far East Command air forces, As presently 
constituted, there is a strong possibility that the present Far East 
Command air forces may prove inadequate to defend against a concerted 
attack employing conventional weapons. 


2. The recent war gaming of the Far East Command Emergency War 
Plan, as well as independent studies by the component commanders, con- 
firmed the fact that the primary threat to the security of the Far East 
Command lies in the enemy's air force, Following closely is the threat 
posed by the enemy's submarines, 


3. -The present concept of operations in the Far Kast Command in 
event of another world war contemplates the withdrawal of naval units 
from the confines of the Japan and Yellow Seas for deployment to other 
areas for operations. against possible amphibious assaults. This leaves 
the burden of air defense and counter air operations on the Far East 
Command air forces, The air potential obtained from the four aircraft 
carriers now deployed in the Far East Command waters will thus be available 
only for operations along the periphery of the enemy's territory. 


4, Although a plan exists for the initiation of an immediate 
counter-air offensive against Soviet and Chinese Communist territories, 
a majority of the aircraft which will participate are not capable of 
penetrating to the vital targets due to their limited range. Conventional 
Light and medium bombers provide the only means of access to these targets. 
Beeause of the enemy's jet fighters and radar defenses the conventional 
aircraft types are poorly suited to carry out this task. Additionally, 
Strategic AirsCGommand envisages the employment of the medium bombers 
against strategic rather than direct counter-air targets, thus further 
reducing the counter offensive capability of the Far East Command. 


5. The capability to conduct rapid and effective attacks against 
the enemy's air installations is considered vital to the security of 
Japan and the Far Hast Command. It appears that an appropriate weapon 
for providing an acceptable counter offensive potential may be the F-84 
fighter bomber with an atomie delivery capability. 


6, It is therefore requested that the Joint Chiefs of Staff give 
serious consideration to providing the Far East Command with a minimum 
of one squadron of fighters having an atomic delivery capability as soon 
as possible, with subsequent expansion to wing strength. 
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7. The Commanding General, Far East Air Forees, has made a similar 
request direct to.Chief of Staff, United States Air Force. 


MARK W, CLARK, 
General, United States Army. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
FAR EAST COMMAND 
JOINT STRATEGIC PLANS AND OPERATIONS GROUP 


APO 500 
20 JUL 1952 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief 
' Military Historical Section 
Headquarters, Far East Command 
APO 500 © 
SUBJECT: JSPOG Portion of the CINCFE Command Report 


for June 1952 


In compliance with Army Regulation 345-105 dated 3 October 1951, 
the JSPOG- section of subject report is submitted herewith. 
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1 Incl GILMAN C. MUDGETT 7 
Subj Report Brigadier General, General Staff AN 
Chief, Joint Strategic Plans and Operations Group e 
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